Lebanon Town Council

Called Meeting
Town Hall, Lebanon, Virginia
Thursday, October 8, 2020
4:30 P.M.
Council Members Present:
Nelson A. “Tony” Dodi, Mayor






DeAnna C. Jackson, Vice- Mayor






A. Doyle Fields, Council Member
Scott J. Gilmer, Council Member











Mary J. Stanley, Council Member





M. Elijah Leonard, Council Member






W. Bradley Lambert, Council Member


Staff Members Present:

Kevin L. Blankenship, Town Manager






A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council 





Richard Eric Deskins, Chief of Police





Staff Members Absent:

Kevin D. Tiller, Town Attorney

I.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dodi.
II.
Prayer:  Mr. Blankenship
III.
Pledge of Allegiance

IV.
Items for Discussion

A. 
Halloween
Mayor Dodi advised that due to the increase in COVID-19 cases within Russell County he felt the Town should abide by the CDC guidelines regarding Halloween.  The Town Council agreed.  Mayor Dodi request Mr. Blankenship post the Town Council’s decision to honor the CDC’s guidelines for Halloween on the website and Facebook.      

B. Christmas Parade
The Town Council discussed the Christmas Parade.  The Council agreed to plan for the Christmas Parade as normal but not plan on any events on the Lebanon Middle School lawn due to COVID-19. The Town Council discussed the possibility of getting Christmas Trees for the Lebanon Middle School Lawn for the local businesses to decorate if the Town can locate the trees.
C. Parks and Recreation
Mr. Gilmer advised the Town Council regarding the email from Greg Cornforth with Lebanon Physical Therapy concerning the Lebanon Community Center.  Mr. Cornforth stated Lebanon Physical Therapy has provided employment to the community plus help keep people in our community fit, happy and healthy.  He feels that the Lebanon Community Center is a direct competition to their facility and also that by Russell County donating their exercise equipment to the Town and not them is unfair.  Mr. Gilmer stated that the Town needs to visit or respond to this email.  The Town Council agreed for Mayor Dodi to meet with Greg Cornforth to discuss this issue.   
Mr. Gilmer advised that he received a request from Karen Gilmer to post some “No Littering” signs at the J. S. Easterly Park.

Mr. Gilmer advised that Congressman Morgan Griffith had requested to use a room at the Town to meet in.  Mr. Gilmer stated that he would rather Congressman Griffith be placed at another facility rather than the Lebanon Community Center due to charging other non-profit groups to meet at that facility. Mr. Blankenship advised that he was planning on placing Congressman Griffith in the Council room.  The Council agreed for Congressman Griffith to use the Town Council room for citizens to meet him to express their concerns or needs.
The Town Council agreed for Mr. Farmer to attend the Town Council meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 to update the council on the Community Center regarding classes scheduled, attendance and gym usage.  

D. Camera’s at Monument
Mr. Blankenship advised that he had met with Jacob Musick on installing a camera near the monument.  Mr. Blankenship stated that they decided the best location would be on the arm of the red light and the price would be $731.50.  Mr. Lambert requested to make sure the camera is a 4-K.
E.       CDL Employee pay increase
Upon motion made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council unanimously voted to approve a $0.25 pay raise to the two employees who was enrolled in the CDL training class upon completion of the class.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
V.
Other Business


Mr. Gilmer requested the Town Council’s approval for Walgreen’s to provide flu shots for the Town Employees.  He stated that he would be giving the shots and there was no financial benefit to him.  Walgreens works with local businesses to ensure their employees receive their flu shots. The Town Council agreed for Mr. Gilmer to work with Ms. Nunley to set up a date and time for the Town Employees to get their flu shots.


Mr. Gilmer requested information from Mr. Blankenship regarding the Town Managers report. He questioned the part that stated Richard Nash would assist Cindy Carrier with utility accounts but he now understood it was just the field part. He stated his concerns of making sure J. L. Kegley, II was training with Ms. Carrier for the utility billing administrative.


Mr. Blankenship stated that he had spoken with Ms. Carrier regarding reading the water meters, Mr. Nash and Mr. Fields had assisted her before in reading them therefore she felt Mr. Nash would be a great backup for this job.  Mr. Blankenship stated that because the Town is converting over to new software and tax tickets would be mailed soon, he wasn’t sure how soon Ms. Carrier would be available to provide much training at this time.  Mr. Blankenship stated that he had spoken with Ms. Stinson regarding training Mr. Kegley to learn payroll, Ms. Stinson felt confident that Mr. Kegley would be great backup source. 

Mr. Gilmer requested Mr. Blankenship present a brief update of the meeting with the Lebanon Volunteer Fire Department regarding billing insurance companies for their services.  Mr. Blankenship stated that he, Beverly Stinson, Cindy Carrier and Diane Nunley met with the Lebanon Volunteer Fire Department Chief Brad Cook and Assistant Chief John M. McCoy to discuss the adjusted rates to charge insurance companies for fire calls.  Mr. Gilmer questioned why J. L. Kegley II. was not included in the meeting.  He requested for Mr. Blankenship to update Mr. Kegley with the rates therefore he could send out the invoices for the Fire Department services.

VI.
Adjourn:  5:13 P.M.


Upon motion made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Gilmer, the Town Council unanimously
voted to adjourn.  The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
__________________________________
    __________________________________

Nelson A. “Tony” Dodi, Mayor
    
    A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
Minutes recorded by: A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
Minutes prepared by: A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
