Lebanon Town Council

Regular Monthly Meeting
Town Hall, Lebanon, Virginia
Tuesday, October 13, 2020
6:00 P.M.
Council Members Present:
Nelson A. “Tony” Dodi, Mayor






DeAnna C. Jackson, Vice- Mayor






A. Doyle Fields, Council Member
Scott J. Gilmer, Council Member











Mary J. Stanley, Council Member





M. Elijah Leonard, Council Member






W. Bradley Lambert, Council Member


Staff Members Present:

Kevin L. Blankenship, Town Manager






A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council 





Richard Eric Deskins, Chief of Police










Kevin D. Tiller, Town Attorney
I.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dodi.
II.
Prayer:  Mr. Blankenship
III.
Pledge of Allegiance

IV.
Edit for items not on the agenda:   
Upon motion made by Ms. Jackson, seconded by Ms. Stanley, the agenda was unanimously approved.  The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
V.
Edit and approve minutes from the 09/14/20 regular council meeting, 09/23/20 called council meeting. 

Upon motion made by Mr. Fields, seconded by Mr. Gilmer, the minutes from the 09/14/20 regular council meeting, 09/23/20 called council meeting was unanimously approved.  The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
VI.
Approve accounts payable and capital assets for the month of September:

Mr. Gilmer requested to add BSN Sports in the amount of $921.05. 

Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the accounts payable for the month of September with amended item was unanimously approved.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.

VII.       Public Hearing to consider:


An Application submitted by Ronald Barrett and Wayne Musick to review and amend the existing permit.


Planning Commission Members Present:


Donnie Ramey, Chairman

Tim Coleman, Vice-Chairman

R. D. Snead, Member

DeAnna Jackson, Member

Leonard Kegley, Member

Kevin L. Blankenship, Member

Planning Commission Members Absent

J. S. Easterly, Jr., Clerk

A.
The Town Council recessed from regular session, 6:04 P.M.

B.
Mr. Ramey, Chairman, opened the public hearing:  6:04 P.M.

C.
Mr. Musick was present to speak on behalf of amending the existing permit.  He requested the use of the back of the building to park vehicles.  Normally the vehicles parked at the back are waiting for parts to be received.  Mr. Musick advised that he felt he had not broken the permit because from the time the permit was issued until the present time he had always parked vehicles to the back of the first building. He stated that the second building had been torn down.

D.
Gene Kiser, Town Citizen, stated that he lived behind Mr. Musick’s building. He stated the second building was not in question because it was torn down.  He stated that there are 40 or more vehicles parked at the business now, some does not have tags and others have been parked there for a while. Mr. Kiser reflected back to the minutes at the January 14, 2013 Town Council meeting Section X. B. to where Mr. Bernard Fletcher requested to where the vehicles would be parked and Mr. Musick had stated that most vehicles would be inside and only a few vehicles would be parked along the front of the property.  Mr. Kiser stated that the permit had not been followed by the initial guidelines set forth by the Town.

E.
Phyllis Kiser stated that the Town of Lebanon was trying to revitalize the Town which she appreciates but if you have such as Mr. Musick’s business in front of your house it makes your home look bad.  She stated that if the Town is planning on revitalizing the Town, is it going to be all through the Town or just in the middle.  She stated she didn’t know Mr. Musick or his son and she has never been to their business.  She advised that there are many vehicles parked at their business, some are tagged and some are not. Also, when they try the vehicles out they go up and down their hill where there are kids out sometimes which concerns Ms. Kiser. She stated that they even mowed part of Mr. Barrett’s property because of all the overgrown weeds.

F.
Mr. Snead, Planning Commission Member, discussed his idea of working out a plan to resolve the issues by Mr. Musick mowing and cleaning up the property.

G.
Mr. Musick’s son Kyle spoke concerning between January 2013 to February 2018 that there were anywhere between five to eleven vehicles parked at the back of the building, his question was why is it just become an issue now.

H.
Mr. Bernard Fletcher stated that he had spoken with Ron Barrett and the Town of Lebanon concerning this issue.

I. Mr. Kiser stated that he had spoken with Mayor Dodi concerning this issue a good while back.  The Mayor stated that he would advise the Town Manager regarding this issue.  Mr. Kiser stated he never heard anything from his complaint.

J.
Mr. Snead questioned Mr. Musick concerning the period of time most vehicles would be parked at the back of the building.  Mr. Musick stated that most of the time vehicles parked at the back was waiting for parts to come in, the longest period they should be parked is six to eight weeks.

K.
Upon motion made by Mr. Snead to approve to amend the existing permit with the guidelines that Mr. Musick mow and maintain all of the boundary.  Mr. Ramey stated that before any motion could be made Mr. and Ms. Kiser should be in agreement with the motion.  Upon further discussion Mr. Snead withdrew his motion.

L.
Ms. Kiser stated that while discussing the issue regarding junk vehicles that there are three different areas within the Town that looks bad.  She questioned Mr. Ramey that they were told before tonights meeting the Planning Commission had already made a decision to amend the permit.  Mr. Ramey and Ms. Jackson assured Ms. Kiser that information was incorrect.
M.
Mr. Leonard requested when the original permit was issued it states that at 1930  East Main Street for automotive service, upon the conditions that the use is restricted to the two building closest to Main Street, at that time was there two or three buildings?  Mr. Musick stated that originally there were two buildings and one was torn down.  He stated the first building has multiple rooms in it.  Mr. Leonard questioned Mr. Ramey on the matter of how the Planning Commission considered the buildings regarding parking the vehicles.  Mr. Ramey stated that he wasn’t for sure what the permit stated but he only remembers the Planning Commission passing to park on the sides and in front of the building.
N.
Mr. Musick requested the use of about twenty-five to thirty feet behind the building.  He stated that he is not physically able to mow the bank with the overgrown weeds.  He advised that Mr. Barrett mowed the bank at least once or twice a year.

O.
Mr. Lambert stated that the minutes read when ask by Mr. Fletcher where the vehicles would be parked Mr. Musick stated that most vehicles would be parked inside the building with a few in front of the building.  Mr. Lambert feels that the Town council must base their decision on the information recorded from the meeting.
VIII.
Mr. Ramey closed the public hearing, 6:48 P.M.

IX.
The Town Council returned to regular session, 6:48 P.M.

X.
Mr. Ramey recommended on behalf of the Planning Commission the Conditional Use Permit remain in effect that was issued January 14, 2013 with no amendment.   Mayor Dodi requested that Mr. Blankenship work with Mr. Musick to resolve the parking issue.

XI. 
Enter closed session:  6:55 P.M.

A. Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council unanimously voted to go into closed session under Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1) for the purpose of personnel. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.

B.

Upon motion made by Mr. Fields seconded by Ms. Stanley, the Town Council unanimously voted to return to regular session.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.


C.

A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council, presented the Roll Call Vote:





Virginia Code, 1950, Section 2.2-3712(D)




Do you certify that to the best of your knowledge, (1) the Town Council in its’ closed session; only discussed public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under this Chapter and (2) that only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed, or considered in the meeting by the Town Council.  Any member of the Town Council who believes that there was a departure from the requirements of clauses (1) and (2), shall so state prior to the vote, indicating the substance of the departure that, in their judgment, has taken place.



  
The roll call vote was as follows: Mayor Dodi, Aye; Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye;  Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Blankenship, Aye; Mr. Tiller, Aye; Mr. Deskins, Aye. 

XII.
 Adjourn closed session:  7:59 P.M.

XIII.
 Parks & Recreation


Mr. Farmer was not present to discuss the Parks & Recreation facility.  The Town Council agreed for Mr. Blankenship to advise Mr. Farmer to attend the October 26, 2020 reconvened meeting. 
XIV.
New Business

Bid opening Russell Theater


Steffey Construction



$732,000.00


Ken’s Construction Co., Inc.


$929,000.00


Bid opening Fire Truck


Fire Apparatus Sales



$194,550.00


Atlantic Emergency Solutions

$199,446.00

C.W. Williams & Co.
 


$195,634.00
Mayor Dodi requested the Finance Committee meet and present recommendations for both bids to the Town Council at the next reconvened meeting for October 26, 2020.

XV.
Public Request

Mr. R. D. Snead presented a request for a recreation site that he and Frank Kilgore had been working on.  The property consists of about 200 acres which would be designed for recreation use.  He advised that if the Town was interested in this outdoor recreation idea, it could put Lebanon on a national scale.  Mr. Snead requested the Town possibly think about speaking with Cumberland Plateau concerning funding sources for this project.  Mayor Dodi advised that this property is not located within the Town limits therefore Cumberland Plateau would not allow them to apply for funding.  Mayor Dodi requested Mr. Snead speak with the County regarding this issue.  Mr. Snead stated he had spoken with the County Supervisors, their response was the County didn’t have funds available for this large of a project.  Mr. Snead requested the Town request a boundary adjustment from Russell County therefore this would enable the Town to help with this recreation proposal.  Mr. Snead stated that the estimated cost of this project could be around $1 million to $1.5 million.  All the council members agreed that they were very interested in this project, but the Town has several projects going at this time they would object to committing to any other projects. 
XVI.
Town Managers Report

Mr. Blankenship advised that the pavement bid is up for renewal this year.  

Mr. Blankenship advised that the Bridge Inspection contract was up for renewal with Schwartz & Associates.  Mr. Gilmer advised for Mr. Blankenship to see if any other bridge inspectors were closer than Schwartz & Associates which is located in Lynchburg Virginia but he would approve for Schwartz & Associates to provide the bridge inspection due in December for the lump sum amount of $2,200.  

Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council unanimously voted to approve for the Town Manager to advertise the bid for paving contract with the same term as the previous contract.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.        


Mr. Blankenship presented a quote from Mid-State Equipment Co., to purchase (2)-6 yard dumpsters and (2)-8 yard dumpsters for the amount of $5,850.


Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council unanimously voted to approve the purchase of the dumpsters from Mid-State Equipment Co., for the amount of $5,850.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.


Mr. Blankenship discussed the nuisance properties.  He requested the Council’s approval to proceed with legal action on the following properties: Taylor & Wood LLC, 20 Cleveland Road; BAMM Equipment, 43 Gilbert Street; Joe Martin, 77 Twin Circle Drive.


Upon motion made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council unanimously voted to authorize Mr. Tiller to proceed with legal action enforcement on the Taylor & Wood LLC. Property, BAMM Equipment property and Joe Martin property.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.


Mr. Blankenship presented an update on the Police Training Facility location.  Mr. Gilmer questioned the dump truck located at the location.  Mr. Gilmer requested for Mr. Blankenship present a list of surplus items to the Town Council. 


Mr. Gilmer advised that for the last few months there was a Wastewater Capital Improvement Plan therefore he questioned Mr. Blankenship if the Town Council needed to make a motion for him to proceed.  Mr. Blankenship advised that he had been speaking with Cumberland Plateau regarding applying for funds for this project.


Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council unanimously voted for Mr. Blankenship to proceed with the application process with Cumberland Plateau for grant funds for the Wastewater Capital Improvement Plan.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.


Mr. Blankenship discussed the Fire Department billing rates that was discussed in a meeting with the Volunteer Fire Department Chief and Assistant Chief.


Upon motion made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council voted to approve the revised Volunteer Lebanon Fire Department billing rate sheet as presented.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Nay; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
  

XVII.
Town Chief of Police Report


Chief Deskins discussed the Police report.  Chief Deskins advised that Sgt. Fletcher and Sgt. Hart received the MADD award.  He advised that a more secure door had been installed at the Police Evidence room.  Chief Deskins requested the Town Council’s approval for the Police Officers to participate in the “No Shave November” to which each officer would donate $25 to a charity, the council agreed for the officers to participate in this event.   
XVIII.
Town Attorney Report

Mr. Tiller advised that he had filed a suit regarding the Couch matter plus he needed to discuss a legal matter in closed session.
XIX.
Enter closed session:  9:26 P.M.

A.  Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council       unanimously voted to go into closed session under Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1) (7) for the purpose of personnel and legal. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
B.

Upon motion made by Mr. Fields seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council unanimously voted to return to regular session.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.

C.

A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council, presented the Roll Call Vote:





Virginia Code, 1950, Section 2.2-3712(D)




Do you certify that to the best of your knowledge, (1) the Town Council in its’ closed session; only discussed public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under this Chapter and (2) that only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed, or considered in the meeting by the Town Council.  Any member of the Town Council who believes that there was a departure from the requirements of clauses (1) and (2), shall so state prior to the vote, indicating the substance of the departure that, in their judgment, has taken place.



  
The roll call vote was as follows: Mayor Dodi, Aye; Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye;  Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Blankenship, Aye; Mr. Tiller, Aye. 

XX.
 Adjourn closed session:  10:35 P.M.

XXI.
 Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council unanimously voted to restrict the Supervisor vehicle use for Town only not available to take home.  The vote was as follows:  Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
XXII.
Adjourn:  10:45 P.M.


Upon motion made by Mr. Fields, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council unanimously
voted to adjourn to reconvene on October 26, 2020 at 6:00 P.M.  The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Fields, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Ms. Stanley, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye.
__________________________________
    __________________________________

Nelson A. “Tony” Dodi, Mayor
    
    A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
Minutes recorded by: A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
Minutes prepared by: A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
