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Lebanon Town Council
Regular Monthly Meeting
Town Hall, Lebanon, Virginia
Monday, August 10, 2026
6:00 P.M.

Council Members Present: ~ Nelson A. “Tony” Dodi, Mayor
DeAnna C. Jackson, Vice- Mayor
Scott J. Gilmer, Council Member
M. Elijah Leonard, Council Member
W. Bradley Lambert, Council Member
J. Leonard Kegley, Council Member
Nina J. Fields, Council Member

Staff Members Present: Andrew R. Shortt, Town Manager
Kevin D. Tiller, Town Attorney
Richard Eric Deskins, Chief of Police
Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dodi.
Prayer: Justin Honaker Pastor Lebanon Community Fellowship Church
Pledge of Allegiance
Edit for items not on the agenda:
Mayor Dodi requested to add under New Business Wellspring Foundation conversation.
Upon motion made by Mr. Leonard, seconded by Ms. Jackson, the agenda as amended was
unanimously approved. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr.
Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.
Edit and approve minutes from the 7/13/26 council meeting;:
Upon motion made by Ms. Jackson, seconded by Ms. Fields, the minutes of the 07/13/26 council
meeting were unanimously approved. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer,
Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.
Approve accounts payable and capital assets for the month of July:
Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the accounts payable for the month

of July was unanimously approved. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer,
Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.



VIIL.

VIIIL.

IX.

Public Request

Stephen Rasnake expressed his appreciation for Shane Farmer doing the senior banners, veterans
banner plus all he does at the Russell Theater.

New Business
Wellspring Foundation

Mayor Dodi stated that some citizens as well as Council Members are interested in installing an
indoor pool at the Recreation Center. He stated that Mr. Shortt has previously worked with
Wellspring Foundation on a previous application but was turned down due to plans for only a
two-lane pool because Wellspring Foundation want it to be a major project with a major
investment. Mr. Dodi stated they requested the Town apply for a five-lane indoor pool. Mr.
Shortt stated that the additional property behind the Recreation Center should be large enough for
a five-lane indoor pool, but the only obstacle would be grading work with having to build up the
area. Mayor Dodi stated that the next larger funding should be in February 2027 therefore he
requested the Town Council consider this option as they continue to discuss applying for the
Wellspring Foundation Grant. Mr. Shortt stated that if the Town Council is interested in the
Wellspring Foundation Grant for just planning that grant is open year around.

Town Managers Report
VDOT-Urban Maintenance Resolution

Mr. Shortt presented the VDOT Urban Maintenance Resolution requesting to add the Ridges and
Gardenside roads in the inventory. He stated that the next step is for the Town Council to
approve the resolution to add the Ridges and Gardenside roads in the VDOT Urban Maintenance
inventory for VDOT’s approval. Mr. Shortt stated that Village Court in Gardenside is not listed
due to the road still needing the final 2” cap.

Upon motion made by Mr. Leonard, seconded by Ms. Jackson, the Town Council unanimously

voted to approve the VDOT Urban Maintenance Resolution, adding the Ridges and Gardenside

roads as presented. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard,
Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.

Russell County Health Coalition

Mr. Shortt presented information concerning the Russell County Health Coalition’s Healthy
Bucks program for kids as well as senior citizens. He stated that previously Ms. Lasley with the
Farmers Market requested the Town Council match her bake sale in the amount of $1000.50 to be
donated to the Russell County Health Coalition for these programs. Mr. Gilmer requested to take
the $500.00 amount budgeted for the local nonprofit, $250.00 for Back to School bash but didn’t
have the event to go toward this donation plus the remainer $250.50 from General Fund.



Upon motion made by Ms. Jackson, seconded by Ms. Fields, the Town Council unanimously
voted to approve the donation to Russell County Health Coalition to match the Farmers Market
Bake Sale for the amount $1,000.50 for the Healthy Bucks program for kids and senior citizens.
The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert,
Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye

Foam Container ban extension

Mr. Shortt presented letters from Bonanza, Pizza Town, Phat Patty’s Bar and Grill and Pat’s
Kountry Diner for a one-year hardship extension for the foam container ban.

Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council unanimously
voted to approve the foam container ban one-year hardship extension for the following restaurants
Bonanza, Pizza Town, Phat Patty’s Bar & Grill, Pat’s Kountry Diner as requested. The vote was
as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr.
Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.

Cumberland Plateau Regional Housing Authority-Taxes

Mr. Shortt presented request from Cumberland Plateau Regional Housing Authority to waive their
payment in lieu of taxes for the Pittston Place Apartments for 2025 and 2026 in the amount of
$594.00 and Fox Meadow Apartments for 2025 and 2025 in the amount of $3,017.26.

Upon motion made by Mr. Gilmer, seconded by Mr. Lambert, the Town Council unanimously
voted the approve Cumberland Plateau Regional Housing Authority’s request to waive the taxes
for the years 2025 and 2026 for Pittston Place Apartments and the Fox Meadow Apartments as
presented. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr.
Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.

Wastewater pump purchase

Mr. Shortt presented quotes to purchase Wastewater Pump for the Cedar Creek Pump Station. He
stated that they were unable to get the third quote. He stated that this will give them a complete
functioning back up motor. The Town Council requested Mr. Shortt reach out to Buchanan Pump
to see if they would extend the warranty. The quotes were as follows:

Capital Equipment Sales $29,332.51 S-year warranty
Buchanan Pump $24,190.35 2-year warranty

Upon motion made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Kegley, the Town Council unanimously
voted to approve the Buchanan Pump quote in the amount of $24,190.35 as presented. The vote
was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr.
Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.

Eagles Christian Athletic Program-Gym Request
Mr. Shortt presented a letter from Eagles Christian Athletic Program director Jamie Bradley

requesting use of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation gym facility Thursday nights. He stated that
in the past the Eagles Christian Athletic Program has requested a couple of nights to play



basketball which was granted but due to scheduling conflicts Mr. Farmer is needing to cut their
time back. Mr. Shortt stated that he spoke with Mr. Farmer who schedules the use of the gym
and he feels he can make this work for the Eagles Christian Athletic Program to use the gym on
Thursday nights. He stated that Mr. Farmer stated that he would make the schedule monthly
instead of dedicating the whole season to them. Mr. Gilmer questioned if this was an
organization or a Christian School. Mr. Shortt stated that they have some kids from Castlewood
Christian School as well as other kids in this program. Mr. Gilmer stated that Parker Bradley
spoke with him concerning this issue. Mr. Gilmer stated that Mr. Farmer handles the Basketball
scheduling the same as he does the baseball field scheduling which the youth program gets
priority then checks with the High School and Middle School then he opens it up to the travel
teams. Mr. Gilmer stated that the Eagles Christian Athletic Program needs to schedule their
games in advance but unfortunately Mr. Farmer is not able to do that due to not knowing the
needs of the Lebanon Community but hopefully Mr. Farmer can work it out for them. Mayor
Dodi questioned how many days of the week other organizations schedule basketball. Mr. Gilmer
stated that he thought it was full except for Sundays with all the travel ball teams playing. Ms.
Jackson questioned if all the schools were being used also for basketball. Mr. Gilmer stated that
all the schools are being used also. Mr. Lambert stated that there are over 300 boys and girls
playing youth basketball in Lebanon plus in years past they have been able to use other facilities
but Lebanon Community Fellowship gym is no longer available but maybe one night a week due
to them having a youth program therefore it is a struggle to get gym time scheduled. The Town
Council discussed Ms. Bradley’s request, they agreed to allow Mr. Farmer to schedule the use of
the gym monthly to work the Eagles Christian Athletic team in as he can.

Project Updates

Mr. Shortt stated that the West Main Street Wall project the wall is completed, the sod is
installed plus Ken Construction has started installing the light poles. He stated that Steffey
Construction will install the fence. Mr. Leonard requested Clatterbuck Pavement Markings paint
a thermo yellow strip on the road in front of the wall just as a contrast to the curb.

Mr. Shortt stated that the Pickleball sidewalk is the next project for the guys to work on. He
stated that once the sidewalk is ready to pour, they will also pour the ports for the EV Charging
Stations.

Mr. Shortt advised that he received the Town’s 2025 Audit digitally last week, therefore he
submitted it to VRA for financing for the Wastewater Plant upgrades and pump upgrades. He
stated that once VRA reviews everything they should be ready to close on the loan.

Mr. Shortt stated that he met with a representative for Bobeat at the pump stations to see what size
of mobile generator they would need. He stated that he will have Caterpillar size pump stations
for a mobile generator. He stated that he feels they will need at least 180-200 kilowatts mobile
generator price ranging from $140,000-$160,000.

Mr. Gilmer questioned if the paving in front of Old Mill Park was a finished product. Mr. Shortt
stated that Bizzack will be back because it is still holding water in the center of the road.
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Chief of Police Report

Chief Deskins presented the monthly Police Report. He stated that the 2016 Ford Explorer needs
a new engine which according to Mr. Hurd would cost around $8,000.00. Mr. Leonard
recommended Mr. Hurd check on a used LKQ engine to consider before they surplus the vehicle.
Chief Deskins stated that either this year or next they can apply for the USDA Grant to get a
couple of Police Vehicles. Mr. Leonard asked if the Town is up for the USDA Grant this year for
Chief Deskins to check which two vehicles are up for rotation. Chief Deskins stated that they
received estimates to repair Brayden Plasters vehicle for the rear door. Chief Deskins discussed
with the Town Council the request for two-hour parking in front of businesses.

Town Attorney Report

Mr. Tiller advised that the Meals Tax issue has been resolved.
Old Business

Committee Reports and Recommendations

Mr. Gilmer requested as Chairman of the Finance Committee, to transfer some of the funds from
the Veterans Account into the General Fund account to help cover the Veterans Banners and
VetFest. He also stated that some of the Parks and Recreation account funds can be transferred
to the General Fund account.

Enter closed session: 6:53 P.M.

A Upon motion made by Mr. Leonard, seconded by Mr. Gilmer, the Town Council
unanimously voted to go into closed session under Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1)(5)(7) for the
purpose of personnel, prospective business or industry and legal. The vote was as follows:
Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye, Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye;
Ms. Fields, Aye.

B. Upon motion made by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Ms. Fields, the Town Council unanimously
voted to return to regular session. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer,
Aye; Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.

C. Diane Nunley, clerk of council, presented the Roll Call Vote:
Virginia Code, 1950, Section 2.2-3712(D)

Do you certify that to the best of your knowledge, (1) the Town Council in its’ closed
session; only discussed public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting
requirements under this Chapter and (2) that only such public business matters as were
identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed,
or considered in the meeting by the Town Council. Any member of the Town Council who
believes that there was a departure from the requirements of clauses (1) and (2), shall so
state prior to the vote, indicating the substance of the departure that, in their judgment, has
taken place.



The roll call vote was as follows: Mayor Dodi, Aye; Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye;

Mr. Leonard, Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye; Mr. Tiller, Aye;
Mr. Shortt, Aye.

XV. Adjourn closed session: 8:26 P.M.

XVI. Upon motion made by Ms. Fields, seconded by Mr. Gilmer, the Town Council unanimously
voted to move Gideon Phillips to full-time at the Wastewater Treatment Plant at the Wastewater
Trainee pay scale. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard,
Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.

XVII. Adjourn: 8:30 P.M.

Upon motion made by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. Leonard, the Town Council unanimously
voted to adjourn. The vote was as follows: Ms. Jackson, Aye; Mr. Gilmer, Aye; Mr. Leonard,
Aye; Mr. Lambert, Aye; Mr. Kegley, Aye; Ms. Fields, Aye.
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’ﬁelson A.” Tony” Dodi, Mayor A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council

Minutes recorded by: A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council
Minutes prepared by: A. Diane Nunley, Clerk of Council



